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A New ERA

•Aviation Weather Forecasting is entering a new ERA

•Airlines seek accurate, detailed information to make critical 
business decisions

•Did you know it costs money to cancel a flight?  
•Avg. cost $10,000

•ATCSCC is shifting to a 24-48 hour traffic management 
planning format

•Next Generation Air Traffic and Concept SEVEN
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Terminal Forecasts (TAF)

The TAF is still the principle component to the Flight Planning 
process

•2000/3 rule

•1000/2 rule (a relatively new rule based on CATII/III availability)

•Ceiling and visibility impact on runway availability

•Wind impact on runway availability

•Rain/wet runways

•Frozen precipitation

•Thunderstorms
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Life Beyond The TAF

•Tracon Airspace (arrival and departure corridors)
•Thunderstorms
•Winds/Compression

•En Route Weather (TS and Turbulence)

•Water Content in Snow and Snowfall Rates to Assist with           
De-icing Planning 

•Risk Assessment – Forecasting A, but watching B  
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Will Help Us Avoid This!
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“Ideal World” Aviation Weather Support

•2-3 hour lead time on amendments/forecast changes

•Forecaster knowledge of “bingo” parameters at the airport
•In ORD East landing configuration, if ceilings drop below 
1000’, ORD loses 4R converging approach and airport capacity 
drops from 100/hour to 56/hour. 
•Unsolicited alerts when weather approaches “bingo points”

•Immediate access to forecaster for consultation on forecast.
•Are we still ok or should I be concerned?
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More, Please!

•The collaboration has begun, let’s keep it rolling!

•New forecast products and services are emerging!

•We applaud NWS in stepping into a more proactive role!

•CDM/WET Team 

•We are headed in the right direction
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In Closing…..

THANK YOU!
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