Aviation Outreach to the General Aviation Community

I have been asked by several AFPs on how our office has spun up our aviation outreach program. Here are some ideas which may prove useful in expanding outreach to the aviation community. 

Try to contact the following groups. A simple e-mail stating that you would be interested in giving presentations to the general aviation pilots on weather related topics work well. To the pilot groups, I usually have to send a mass e-mail out every 18 months or so.
· FAASTeam (FAA safety counselors) – They are located in many regions across the country.  It would be best to contact one of the FAASTeam program managers. Even if one is not located in your CWA, many of the safety counselors conduct or organize events in other parts of their geographic region, which may include your forecast area. So try contacting a manager that is either in your state or the state bordering you. On the following web site, select the region that best covers your area and do a search. You will get a series of contact info.
www.faasafety.gov/FAASTApp/directory/default.aspx 

· Local FBOs (Fixed Based Operators) – Many airports have FBOs adjacent to them. www.airnav.com/airports allows you to select a desired airport. Near the bottom of the page will be a list of FBOs, if any, near that airport. They usually have contact info. A lot of the FBOs deal with maintenance, but many of them have contacts with local pilot organizations. 
· EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) Chapters – The EAA has local chapters all over the country, even in less populated areas. They usually have monthly meetings and love to have a speaker at their meetings. www.eaa.org/chapters/locator will help you find an EAA chapter in your CWA and gives contact info for that particular chapter. The EAA Speakers Bureau www.eaa.org/chapters/speakers is a website with speaker info on it. I highly suggest you go to this website and register yourself as a speaker. Several NWS personnel have already done this. 

· Civil Air Patrol – They also have monthly meetings and are usually interested in speakers. http://cap.findlocation.com can be used to find squadrons in your area. 

· There are several hot air balloon groups which also enjoy weather service speakers. Some web sites to help locate groups in your area include:

www.hotairballoon.org 

www.usairnet.com/hot-air-balloon/organizations
Another good outreach opportunity would be to staff a booth at an event.

· Many airports or aviation organizations host open houses or fly-ins once a year. These are good events to interact with the aviation community.

· Larger-scale aviation conferences or expos are also held throughout the year (usually in bigger metro areas). It would be good to research to see if one is held in your area. 
Presentation topics general aviation pilots find most useful include:

· An overview of NWS aviation products and services. I usually discuss ADDS in great length and show how much info is available on the local web page, including the AFDs. 

· Icing (what causes it and where to find icing forecasts)

· Thunderstorms (what causes them, how cloud signatures can imply impending convection, and where to go to find forecasts)

· General weather information (what can be inferred from surface weather charts, what causes winds and turbulence, etc)
Material that should be included in a booth includes:

· The national aviation brochure

· Cloud charts

· Info on the aviation program at your local office

· A simple list of aviation weather websites
