Aviation Forecaster of the Quarter:
In order to recognize outstanding aviation forecasting and to attempt to improve station statistics, the Jackson Weather Office will calculate and award the top aviation forecaster of the quarter.  The time period will include a 3 month period with 4 such periods in each fiscal year.  

Statistics will be calculated from Stats-On-Demand and will be for each individual.  Requirements for the award will be:  

1)  The forecaster will have a minimum of 50 scheduled forecasts.  Each complete TAF forecast consists of 3 stations and consequently 3 forecasts.

2) The forecasts will need to exceed the National (GPR) Goals of:

a. POD  (< MVFR) greater than or equal to -- .65 (in FY 2010)

b. FAR (< MVFR) less than or equal to -- .42 (in FY 2010)

3) The forecasters that meet or exceed criteria #1 and #2 will then be judged based on their improvement over GFS MOS data.  This will be done by taking the % of TAFs that are better than GFS MOS divided by the % of TAFs that are worse than GFS MOS.  The highest empirical number will determine the winner.

The winner each quarter will be asked to write a summary of his/her technique in preparing the data and grids for the forecast.  This summary needs to be no more than a short page which will be used to try to aid other forecasters to improve their skills.
