Marine Scribe SOP and Best Practices.

- THOU SHALL use MSA to generate SYNOPSIS or bad things will happen. 
a) Document>>FQCN10>>Bulletin>>Blank/Update>>MSA>>call MSA>> wait for the MSA window opens>>input SYNOPSIS>>File>>Save and exit.

b) Document>>empty bin>>Bulletin>>Load bulletin>>select FQ10to>Bulletin >>blank/update>>MSA>>call MSA>> wait for the MSA window opens>>input SYNOPSIS>>File>>Save and exit.

c) Note that the latest saved synopsis will be put in the NAVTEX.. Do not save synopsis until the latest possible moment in case you need to send out an amended NAVTEX.. 

d) Note that there is no way to issue a late SYNOPSIS if you are more than 30 minutes late. If for some reason you are 30 minutes late…GENERATE AND SEND OUT A CORRECTION.

- THOU SHALL extract the regular and amended FQCN23 (Wave Height) from the FQCN13 Scribe file.
a) Send out regular or amended FQCN13 and regular/amendment/correction FQCN10 (Synopsis).

b) From the regular or amended FQCN13 file you just sent, Text>>Extraction>>select bulletin>> Generate text>> Send from text box.

After sending the regular or amended FQCN23, both FQCN38 (NAVTEX for Prescott VBR) and FQCN39 (NAVTEX for Thunder Bay VBA) are automatically generated and sent.
(**Note: FQCN30 (MAFOR) is automatically generated once you have transmitted the FQ13 bulletin.  As of Feb 3, 2011).
- THOU SHALL send out amendment for all the Marine areas in the original grouping even though the weather elements for part of the grouping are not changed… for example, the original grouping is for Lake Superior and White Fish Bay, only western Lake Superior needs to be amended… split out Western Lake Superior for weather elements changes but send out both Western Lake Superior (changed) and Eastern Lake Superior + White Fish Bay (no change).  On the other hand, if the 2 areas are originally separated before the amendment, then only the area (that needs to be amended) will require a revision.
- THOU SHALL use the rubber band method to define marine areas for amendment or bad things will happen. Namely, only the text will go out with no Meteocode and no MWCN, Forecast in effect file will not update, all extraction products will be wrong.

Middle button and drag>> CNTRL+ middle click to remove or add areas.

- THOU SHALL generate and send FQCN53 by opening a FQCN53 Scribe file… Part Marine Areas (i.e. Western Lake Ontario) are not allowed in FQCN53, extraction from FQCN13 may have part Marine Areas. In other words, WHOLE LAKE is used in the extended.

- Splitting whole Marine area to part Marine areas: Marine Scribe procedure is different from Public Scribe. Note that grouping Marine areas is the same as in Public Scribe.

Groups management>>Shift+right click>> Split Region window will appear>>left click on EAST/WEST or NORTH/SOUTH.

- Correct procedure to change bulletin status: 

Tools>>Bulletin status>>select Marine Area and desired status>> Apply >>Reset>> Apply and Close.

Please remember to "Reset", the status change will not be carried over to the next regular/amd forecast if you don't.

Marine Weather Statement (FQCN20)

Marine weather statements (MWS) are non-scheduled, event-driven products. OSPC should issue MWS as necessary when marine weather conditions consistent with the issuance criteria are present or forecast. 

The MWS is a free form text that provides the public with detailed marine weather information describing non-severe, but potentially hazardous conditions; and other information about a variety of conditions not covered by warnings or routine forecasts. As example, MWS could be issued based on the following criteria:

OSPC should issue Marine weather statements to discuss ongoing hazards affecting, or expected to affect, the marine community. For example: low-water levels, dense fog, hazardous materials spills, trends for increasing and/or decreasing wind and wave/seas conditions, volcanic ash, or to advise for the potential development of any warning conditions.

OSPC may issueFQ20s to alert mariners of very significant weather features expected in the 3 to 5 day forecasts.

OSPC should update the statement at least every 12 hours, and is required to end the statement when the condition is no longer warranted.

- NAVTEX:

a) Regular NAVTEX issue times same as regular marine forecasts with amendment every time FQCN13, FQCN23 and FQCN10 are amended/correction. Amended NAVTEX will have all marine areas including areas that are not amended.

b) Before extracting NAVTEX (regular and amd) make sure the latest  FQCN13, FQCN23 and FQCN10 bulletins are sent out.

- Known Scribe bug when you end season with an amendment: If you only select one Marine Area to end season, it would not work. Workaround is to select more than one region for amendment when you end season. 

- Note that Ontario GRTLKS forecast allows for significant wind changes from 10 <> 15 <> 20/20+ kts… but no 5 <> 10 knots changes.

- How to handle sudden increase of wind assoctd with convection:

1. Issue Squall Warning: thunderstorm/thunderstorms or convective cloud/showers with assoctd sustained wind or gusts reaching and/or exceeding Gale forcen (>34 kts).

2. Issue Special Marine Warning: In situations where there are frequent lightning and/or a significant increase in wind speed i.e. 10-15 kts or more but not reaching gale force.

- Last minute change after the Marine forecast/Synopsis is already in Bullprep transmission queue: Unlike Public Scribe, Marine Scribe products including meteocode transmissions are regulated by Bullprep transmission window.. Nothing will be sent out until the transmission window is open. OSPC Bullprep transmission windows are set to 5 minutes prior to bulletin valid times to allow forecasters to make last minute changes.

1. Delete bulletins (English and French) in transmission queue. Transmission>>Stop transmission>>click on the appropriate bulletin>> Register.

2. Change what you want then send again.

- Weatheroffice warning map and banner displays: MWCN13/19 bulletins are generated automatically when a regular/amended FQCN13/19 (note that a MWCN13/19 will not be issued if the FQCN13/19 bulletins do not have wind and/or freezing spray warnings) and WHCN13/19 are sent out: Weatheroffice uses codes in MW bulletins produced by both Scribe and Bullprep to update the Warning map and banners. Scribe will only issue MW codes for freezing spray and all wind warnings while Bullprep issues MW codes for all other watches and warnings… you will have to use Scribe to issue/end all wind and freezing spray warnings and Bullprep to issue/end all other watches and warnings. For example, if you "flag" the FQCNxx marine forecast with a Tornado Watch but no WHCNxx Tornado watch is issued… the warning map and banner will not show the watch.

- Concentrate on the first 24 hours to give details, second priority goes to the rest of the forecast time period. Extended forecast should go out as RAW Scribe most of the time but use your judgment to avoid "flip flops" and/or to correct known model bias.

- Scribe elements in order of priority: Wind speed and direction, wave, freezing spray, significant weather and keep the non-significant weather simple. No temperature and cloud cover.

